POTATO-BUG-----POTENTILLA,

patches upon the haulms and leaves. These
spots appear about the time the plants at-
tain their full growth, and when carefully
examined are found to be surrounded by a
ring of a paler colour. The whole of this
outer ring is infested with a fungus called
the Botrgtis or Peronospfira infestans, which
is a constant accompaniment of the disease,
if not its cause. If the weather be dry the
progress of the disease is slow, hut if a moist
warm day supervene it will be found that
the mould spreads with great rapidity, and
sometimes the whole plant becomes putrid
in a few days. The disease first shows itself
in a tuber by appearing as a brownish spot,
and the part affected may be cut out, leav-
ing the remainder quite wholesome. None
of the plans adopted for mitigating the po-
tato disease have been very effective. The
potato is also attacked by various insects,
the most destructive being the Colorado
beetle. The tubers consist almost entirely
of starch, and being thus deficient in nitro-
gen, should not be too much relied on as a
staple article of diet. Potatoes are exten-
sively used as a cattle-food, and starch is
also manufactured from them. A coarse
spirit (Berlin spirit, British brandy) is also
obtained from them by distillation, the
starch being converted into sugar by means
of malt or sulphuric acid, and then fermen-
tation set up.

Potato-hug, a name given in America to
many insects injurious to the potato, such
as the Colorado beetle (which see).

Potchefstroom (pot'shef-strom), a town
in the Transvaal, South Africa, on the Mooi
river, about 25 miles "S. of the Vaal river,
Pop. 3900.

Potemkin (pot-yom'kin), GKEGOKT ALEX-
ANDROVITOH, Kussian general, a favourite of
the Empress Catharine II., born in 1736,
died in 1791. Descended from an ancient
Polish family, and early trained to the mili-
tary profession, he soon after her accession
attracted the attention of Catharine, who
appointed him colonel and gentleman of the
chamber. Soon after he gained the entire
confidence of Catharine, and became her
avowed favourite. From 1776 till his death,
a period of more than fifteen years, he exer-
cised a boundless sway over the destinies of
the empire. In 1783 he suppressed the khan-
ate of the Crimea, and annexed it to Russia.
In 1787, being desirous of expelling the
Turks from Europe, he stirred up a new
war, in the course of which he took Oczakoff
by storm (1788), In the following year
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(1789) he took Bender, but as the finances
of Bussia were now exhausted Catharine
was desirous of peace. Potemkin, however,
resolved on conquering Constantinople, re-
sisted the proposal to treat with the enemy,
and went to St. Petersburg to win over the
empress to his side (March, 1791); but
during his absence Catharine sent plenary
powers to Prince Kepnin, who signed a
treaty of peace. When Potemkin learned
what had been done he set out for the army,
resolved to undo the work of his substitute;
but he died on the way, at Nicolaieff.
Potential, a term in physics. If a body
attract, according to the law of universal
gravitation, a point whether external or of
its own mass, the sum of the quotients of
its elementary masses, each divided by its
distance from the attracted point, is called
the potential The potential at any point
near or within an electrified body is the
quantity of work necessary to bring a unit
of positive electricity from an infinite dis-
tance to that point, the given distribution
of electricity remaining unaltered.
Potential Energy, that part of the energy
of a system of bodies which is due to their
relative position, and which is equal to the
work which would be done by the various
forces acting on the system if the bodies
were to yield to them. If a stone is at a
certain height above the earth's surface the
potential energy of the system consisting of
the earth and stone, in virtue of the force of
gravity, is the work which might be done
by the facing of the stone to the surface of
the earth.
Potential Mood, that mood of a verb
which expresses an action, event, or circum-
stance as merely possible, formed in English
by means of the auxiliaries may or can.
potentiria, a genus of herbaceous peren-
nials, nat. order Rosacese, found chiefly in
the temperate and cold regions of the
northern hemisphere, containing about 120
species. They are tall or procumbent herbs,
rarely undershruhs, with digitate or un-
equally pinnate leaves, and for the most
part yellow or white flowers. Several
species are British. P. anserlna is also called
silver-weed, goose-grass, or wild tansy, the
leaves of which are greedily devoured by
geese; and P. fragariastrum, barren straw-
berry. P. reptans is a well-known creeping
plant with conspicuous yellow flowers. The
roots of P. anserina are eaten in the Heb-
rides, either raw or boiled. P. Tormentttla
is used in Lapland and the Orkney Islands